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The year 1967 was a period of turmoil and con- 
fusion, a time of action and reaction. On the interna- 
tional scene, there was the continuing struggle in Viet 
Nam, the convulsions inside Communist China and the 
sudden Arab-Israeli war. At home, Americans found 
themselves grappling with a multiplicity of stubborn 
problems. If the 1966 elections strengthened the conser- 
vatives in Congress and slowed down domestic progress, 
the explosions in the ghettos served fresh warning that 
the nation had better give a higher priority to the needs 
of its citizens. 

This was the drama reflected in the pages of The 
Federationist over the course of the year. 

The poverty problem illustrated the mary facets of 
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labor’s activity. Articles in The Federationist explained 
how economic growth was basic to building a more just 
society, how an improved wage-hour law lifted many out 
of poverty, how better education equipped people for 
more productive lives, how higher social security bene- 
fits and a modernized public assistance system were 
necessary and desirable to bring dignity to millions. 

The fires in the ghettos illuminated an area where all 
the problems of poverty are concentrated and articles in 
this magazine repeated labor’s appeals and programs. 


So went 1967, a year in which the labor movement 
reached a new peak of over 14 million members. And 
yet few years have ended leaving greater challenges. 
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